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October 30, 2022

THE STRENGTH OF 
OUR WITNESS

Nurturing Faith and Spirituality at Home

As we continue in the Season after Pen-
tecost, the longest season of the church 
year, we are reminded that we grow as 
people of faith and disciples of Christ in 
times together and times apart. 

In this last half of the Season after Pen-
tecost, stories of faith and encounters 
with Jesus give us opportunity to think 
about how we can live faithfully in our 
daily lives and grow together as the 
church. This is an exciting journey of 
discovery, encouragement, and trans-
formation. 

• • • • •
This week, in a moment when one in a 
tree and one on the ground meet, we 
consider the many ways God’s love is 
made visible in our daily lives, in the 
community, and in the world. 

Expectation, Anticipation, Transformation
Read Luke 19:1–10 or listen to the audio story “Lunch with 
Zacchaeus” or gather around as someone tells the story “Jesus’ 
Friend, Zacchaeus” in this week’s Exploring Our Faith.

People experience the promises of God, and their lives are 
changed. One such person was the tax collector named 
Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see Jesus. Then a wonderful thing 
happened – Jesus saw Zacchaeus! Even though some people 
thought that Zacchaeus was not a good person because he was a 
tax collector, Jesus thought differently. This story shows us that all 
are welcome and included by Jesus. We witness what can happen 
when Christ comes into our lives, and we are transformed. 
 
Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus into his home, and Jesus welcomed 
Zacchaeus into the family of God’s people. 
• Have someone sit on a tall stool and someone else sit on the 

floor. The rest of the family can sit or kneel on the floor. How 
does everyone feel from these positions? What do you notice? 

Watch and listen to “All Are Welcome” by Alexandra Penfold and 
Suzanne Kaufman.
Wonder about ways the children in the story are welcomed and 
welcoming. 
Talk together:
• How did Jesus show all are welcome?
• How do you make sure people feel welcomed – at school, work, 

or play?

Make, Create, Draw
God’s eyes
Jesus saw Zacchaeus through God’s eyes. The Huichol indigenous 
peoples of Jalisco created weavings called sikuli (the power to 
see and understand things unknown) that have come to be known 
as “God’s eyes.”

You will need craft sticks, yarn of different hues, and white glue for 
this craft.
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Directions
1. Glue two craft sticks together in a cross shape.
2. Following the illustration, wrap the yarn over and around one stick, then over and around the 

next, and so on.
3.	You	might	use	one	colour	of	yarn	or	tie	off	the	first	colour	with	a	tight	knot	and	continue	weav-

ing with a new colour until you reach the ends of the stick.

Welcome figure
Follow the directions to create a welcome for guests coming to your home. 

Activity page
On this week’s activity page, draw gifts you might give to children.

During the Week
Practicing Our Faith
Create	a	quiet	space	where	family	members	might	take	time	out	to	reflect	on	“Dining with the True Self of the Other.” 
Place	some	art	supplies	for	those	who	would	like	to	doodle	as	they	reflect.	Some	may	choose	to	reflect	in	their	
journals. 

Family meal
What would you do if Jesus said he was coming to your home for dinner? Plan a family meal as if Jesus is coming. 
Set a place. Have each person think of one thing they would like to talk to Jesus about. Read Psalm 119:137–144 
aloud and light a candle.

Prayer 
Loving God,
may we be like the tree
that lifted Zacchaeus up
and helped him to hear of God’s love. Amen.

Listen to the song “I Am a Child of God” (MP3 available here for purchase and download).
• How does a yearning voice sound?
• How does an angry voice sound?
• How does a cry for peace sound?
Visit Lection Connection for current events that connect with this week’s scriptures.


