
United with Families                                      Haunting Claims of Freedom 
May 29,2022                                                                                 Acts 16:16-34 
Bible Verse: “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God.” Acts 
16:25 
 
 
The Story:  While they were in Philippi, a slave girl who made money for her masters by fortune-
telling, followed Paul, Silas, and the others around saying that they were working for the Most High 
God and had come to tell everyone how to be saved. After several days, Paul became annoyed and 
said to the spirit "In the name of Jesus Christ, leave her.”  The spirit left her. Her owners, angry 
because she could no longer earn money for them, took Paul and Silas to the authorities at the 
marketplace. The owners told the magistrates that the men were Jews and were teaching customs 
that were illegal for the Romans to practice.  The mob attacked them. The magistrate had them 
stripped and beaten and then thrown in prison. The jailer was told to make sure that Paul and Silas 
couldn’t escape so he put them in the innermost cell and clamped their feet in stocks.  
 
Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing songs praising God. The other prisoners 
were listening. Suddenly an earthquake shook the prison. All the doors flew open, and the chains fell 
off all the prisoners. The jailer woke up and, seeing the prison doors wide open, he thought that all 
the prisoners has escaped so he decided to kill himself. Paul called to him, “Don’t kill yourself! We 
are all here! The jailer got a light and ran into the prison to where Paul and Silas were.  He brought 
them out and asked them what he needed to do to be saved. They replied, “Believe in Jesus and you 
and everyone in your household will be saved.” Paul and Silas told the jailer and the rest of those in 
his house, about Jesus. Even though it was so late at night, the jailer washed and tended their 
wounds, then he and everyone in the household were immediately baptized.  
 
The jailer brought Paul and Silas to his own house, gave them a meal, and he and the rest of the 
household rejoiced that they now believed in God.  
 
Story Video:  https://youtu.be/hI6BcHA13vQ  Bible story "Midnight Song Service" | Primary 
Year D Quarter 3 Episode 11 | Gracelink Sep 6, 2015 

Talk about:  How do you act when bad things happen to you?  Paul and Silas had a lot of reasons 
to complain.  They were being punished for helping a girl. They were in pain. They were locked in a 
jail. Instead of complaining, Paul and Silas prayed and sang hymns to God. What might be different 
if you tried praying or singing the next time something bad happens instead of complaining or 
whining? How can you show others the joy God gives your in your own life? How can we learn to 
praise God no matter what our situation is?   

Music Videos: https://youtu.be/sM6LBn-u4-8  Earthquake Apr 28, 2020  
https://youtu.be/lmTWsH3P3T8 Dean Phelps - Paul and Silas Bound in Jail Jul 23, 2011 
 
God Sightings:  Think of all the wonderful things you can see; things created by God- our 
families you, me, stars, sun, moon, animals, birds, and everything!  We are looking at ways we see 
what God is doing or has done all around you.  A God Sighting might be a hug or a beautiful sunrise 
or sunset.  You can be a God Sighting by being kind to others.  My God Sighting: 
_______________ 

https://youtu.be/hI6BcHA13vQ
https://youtu.be/sM6LBn-u4-8
https://youtu.be/lmTWsH3P3T8


United with Families                                      Haunting Claims of Freedom 
May 29,2022                                                                                 Acts 16:16-34 
Bible Verse: “About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God.” Acts 
16:25 
 
 
Faith and Prayer:  Wonderful God, thank you for being with us in both the good times and the 
bad.  May we count our blessings and praise you every day. Amen  
 

 
For Youth (grade 6 and up) 

 
Talk about: The owners of the slave woman were angry at Paul and Silas for ruining their profit-
making scheme. They wanted to see Paul and Silas punished so they used the anti-Jewish sentiment 
in their town to get Paul and Silas thrown in jail. Can you think of other examples of people being 
imprisoned or persecuted because of their religious background?   How readily do you think the 
crowd would have been to turn on Paul and Silas had they known they were Roman citizens? Why 
would this status make a difference in how they were treated by the crowd and the criminal justice 
system? How do you think you would feel if you were attacked for your religious background?  

The Civil Rights movement in the United States adopted the hymn Lift Every Voice and Sing. Today, 
it is often referred to as ‘The Black National Anthem”. https://youtu.be/hBd5hwbMmbA (Kurt Carr 
- Lift Every Voice and Sing (Official Music Video) Feb 26, 2021).  Can you think of other hymns and 
songs that have been used to keep spirits high in times of oppression? 

Music Video:  https://youtu.be/bMTI-Luy9sg A Song of Praise (Paul & Silas) Live! ~ Judah Child 
Aug 17, 2017 
 

https://youtu.be/hBd5hwbMmbA
https://youtu.be/bMTI-Luy9sg

